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Bureau Report

PESHAWAR, March 20: Development, Environment, Legal
Aid, and Technical Support and Advocacy Association (Delta),
a nongovernmental organisation, on Wednesday launched a
project to improve engagement between the government and
the people for better governance in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

According to Delta president Nazlee Sardar, the project will
strengthen the citizens’ voice and public accountability in the
government planning and decision-making in the country.

She told reporters here that the one-year ‘Strengthening
Citizens Voice through Advocacy (SVCA)’ project was aimed at
highlighting corruption in key public departments and empha-
sising on strengthening transparency and accountability mech-
anisms.

Ms Nazlee said the project had been launched under a con-
tract with the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) and Delta was implementing it in
Swabi, Mardan, Peshawar, Nowshera and Charsadda districts.

“We will form different forums of stakeholders like journal-
ists, lawyers, government officials and civil society organisa-
tions to get their support in highlighting corrupt practices in
government departments so that malpractices could be con-
trolled,” she said.

The Delta president said her organisation would conduct
various activities and events for the project like conferences,
meetings and radio programmes. She added that Delta would
formulate a document, Citizens” Charter of Demands, to out-
line effective means for eliminating corruption and providing
better accountability and transparency.

About role of the stakeholders, she said the media forum of
the project would pro provide valuable points to add to this
‘charter of demands’ and on its completion conferences would
be arranged in Peshawar and Islamabad to present it to the
elected representatives, to secure commitment of main politi-
cal parties to the demands stated in it. :

Ms Nazlee said the charter would become the guiding docu-
ment for pressurising policy makers, to include citizens in rela-
ted policy and implementation initiatives and forums, for ef-

Other participants appreciated the efforts of the organisa-
tion for initiating a project against corruption, saying it was
direly needed. They vowed to work with great enthusiasm for
the project activities so that corruption cases were highlighted,
and transparency with accountability was enhanced in all gov-
ernment departments.

The participants said they would pressurise the coming gov-
ernments for better legislation for citizens like Public
Information Act in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and that such laws
were implemented effectively.

They unanimously decided to inform citizens about their
rights and said in the next meeting, they would present cases
on corruption to pursue them with the ombudsman’s office,
NAB, FIA and other departments for action against the corrupt
elements.
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Wﬁlghllghtlng corruptlon
Plan to launch pl‘OJECt
in five KPK districts

OUR STAFF REPORTER

PESHAWAR - A project would
' be launched in five districts of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to high-
light corruption in the key pub—
lic sector entities.
The project titled ‘Strength-
ening Citizens Voice through
Advocacy (SCVA), being imple-

mented by the Development,

| Environment, Legal Aid, Tech-

nical Support & Advocacy As-

sociation (DELTA), an NGO un-
der a contract with the United

| States Agency for International

Development (USAID).

“The pro_]ect would be exe-
cuted in five central districts of
‘Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, includ-
ing Peshawar, Swabi, Mardan,
Nowshera and Charsadda,

aimed atto highlight corruption

| in key public departments along

with emphasizes on strength-

of the project would have fo-
cused to create awareness about
the growmg corruptlon within
the various public sector entities,
particularly in executing dis-
tricts of the SCVA. ‘
She said the project prime
objective was to improve en-
gagement between citizens and
government in order to pro-
mote good governance in Pak-
istan by strengthemng cltlzens
tability

corruption and providing better
accountability and fransparen-

She further said that the or-
ganisation would expect from
the media forum to provide valu-
able points to add to this ‘Char-
ter of Demands’.

The demands draft would be
presented before the elected
representatives both at nation-
al and provincial levels to take ef-
feetive measures from rooting
up the culture of corruption:
within the public sector depart-
ments. She expressed the hope
that the demand draft would

\fo- play its votal role for putting

corruptlon cases 0

the ineffective and inefficient
accountability mechanisms. She
said DELTA would conduct var-

' jous activities and events for

this project like conferences,

‘pressure on policy makers to in-

ose clude citizens in related policy

and implementation initiatives
and forums, for effective in-
formed public dialogue.

While changing views with
participants, mostly represen-

g tatxves from media organi
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PESHAWAR: The project would be ing
launched in five districts of Khyber Cha
Pakhtunkhwa, to highlight corruption in the
key public sector entities.
The project titled: Strengthening Citizens
Voice through Advocacy (SCVA), being imple-

tricts of the SCVA.

Ms Sardar said the project’s prime
tive to improve engagement between ci
and government in order to promote
governance in Pakistan, by strengthenin;
zens’ voice and public accountability in
emnment planning and in their decision-m

7 Ms Sardar expressed the hope that the
compiled in form of citizen’s demand draft would play its pivotal rol
ds at the end of the project putting pressure on policy-makers, to includ
effective means for eliminat- | citizens in related policy and impleme
| and providing better account- initiatives and forums, for effective infor

‘mented by the Development, Environment, ing process. i I (runsparency. public dialogue.

Legal Aid, Technical Support and Advocacy She explained that DELTA thro upther added that the organisation ~ While changing views with particip
Association (DELTA), a non-governmental project would work with collaboration o the Media Forum to pro- mostly representatives from media organ
organisation (NGO) under a contract with the j media forum, to help identify and report cor 115 10 add to this ‘Charter of tions paid accolades to DELTA for initia

United States Agency for International hay
Development (USAID) Development. :
~ The project would be executed in five cen- s

ruption cases, and expose the ineffectiv
inefficient accountability mechanisms
said DELTA will conduct various ac

emands draft would be pre- a project, which was dire need of the
coted preventatives both at They vowed to work with great enthus|
cial level, to take effective for the project activities.




